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‘ Cc L IN I CS . ’ Of these, twenty are labouring under dis- 
oe ; eases of the eyes, and two under diseases of 
4 . 
WILLS’ HOSPITAL. ; the limbs, 

Service of Da. Hars. The number of out-door patients pre- 
Report for the quarter ending Dec. 31st, scribed for at the Hospital, was 18, of whom 
1844, 7 were cured; the rest remain under treat- 

Patients in the hospital on the Ist October, ) ment. 
with diseases of the eyes, 22 | The operations during the quarter were, 

with diseases of the limbs, 1 ; For Cataract, 5 


—23, “ artificial pupil, 2 
admitted during the quarter ; One of the operations for cataract is 
with diseases of the eyes, 25 | worthy of notice from the advanced age (85 
with diseases of the limbs, 4 years) of the patient, and the speedy and 

_-29 ‘ perfect restoration of vision which took place. 


Making the whole number under ; On the tenth day he was able to read anews- 


treatment during the quarter, 52 > paper with facility, and when discharged five 

Theeeun discharged - weeks after the operation, he could read the 
“cured, 22 smallest type without difficulty. 
“relieved, 4* } One of the operations for artificial pupil 
“eloped, 9+ | was ona man 34 years of age, with central 


“ removed 9 opacity of both cornea, resulting from an 
—30 | injury sustained whilst engaged in blasting 
Leaving in the house on the 31st Dec. 22: rocks, eight months previously to admission 


* Three of these were retained as out-door pa- | jg entirely opaque, except a small segment at 
* These were both nearly cured. the upper part, which is completely covered 
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10 SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS, 


by the upper lid, and the opacity extends 
some distance above the margin of the pupil, 
so that even when the lid is raised with 
the finger he cannot distinguish objects. 
The opacity of the left cornea also covers 
the pupil, but it is less extensive than in the 
other eye. 
the cornea is clear, and also a very small 
segment of the lower. There is, however, 
synechia anterior, at the lower and inner 
part of the cornea, and a band of lymph ex- 
tends from the outer edge of the iris, near 
the median line, to the point of adhesion be- 


tween the iris and cornea. The patient was > 


unable to find his way about by himself. 


On the 21st Oct. Dr. Hays made a small. 


incision in the upper and outer margin of the 
cornea, with a Wenzels’ cataract knife. 


Through this opening a small silver hook. 


was introduced, and the iris drawn out and 
strangulated in the wound. Slight inflam- 
mation supervened, which readily yielded to 
treatment, and at the present time the pa- 


tient can tell the time of day by a watch,’ 


and has useful vision. He is still in the 
hospital, and regularly improving. 
T'he second operation for artificial pupil 


was in a man 22 years of age, whose right | 
cornea was entirely opaque, and slightly sta- 


phylomatous; and his left cornea opaque, 
except the lower segment. 
tended below the margin of the pupil, when 
the eye was exposed to daylight, so that the 
patient could not see objects at such times; 
but in the dusk of evening, or in a moderately 
lighted room, the pupil dilating, he had im- 


The upper and outer portion of 


The opacity ex-’ 


struck in one eye by a small fragment of ; 
steel tool, four months previously; excess. 
ive lachrymation and intolerance of light 
followed, which resisted various remedies 
under the treatment of different physicians 
When admitted, his lids were swollen, the 
lachry mation and photophobia were extreme. 
but with no inflammation of the eyebal! 
The patient was purged on the day of his 
admission, and on the 13th Dec., a stick of 
nitrate of silver was passed over the exter. 
nal surface of the upper lid. Increased swe!|- 
ing of the lid followed the next day, which 
gradually abated, and on the fourth day the 
‘ lachrymation and photophobia had sb nearly 
disappeared, as to give grounds to hope that 
in two or three days more he would be wel! 
enough to be discharged. The symptoms, 
however, returned, and on the 20th Dec, 
the caustic was again applied, with the same 
results, except that the relief from the appli. 
cation was permanent, and the patient was 
discharged on the Ist January, completely 
cured, 


>SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS. 

Animal Magnetism.—M. Bracuet may 
be justly considered high authority on all 
, topics connected with the phenomena of in- 
‘nervation, in the state alike of disease and 
of health. His great experience and clear- 
sighted practical sagacity entitle his opinions 
‘to universal respect. As a matter of course, 
he, like other medical men of experience, 
‘has seen something, and read more, of the 
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perfect vision. On the 21st of October, Dr.} vaunted marvels of Mesmerism, as it has 
Hays made a small puncture with a cataract} been revived of late years by Dupotet, 
knife at the lower margin of the cornea,; Elliotson, and others. Let us hear what 
close to the sclerotica; and inserting a small | judgment he has formed on the subject. 
silver hook in the opening, drew out the} From the Magnetism of Mesmer has 
iris leaving it strangulated in the wound.’ arisen that other jugglery, denominated An- 
Some congestion of the cornea followed the} mal Magnetism. ‘Twenty times beaten down 
operation, with cloudiness of the cornea, } by science, and reason and facts, every now 
which has since disappeared, and the pa-} and then it has again lifted up its head, more 
tient has now very useful vision, and it ie ridiculous and amusing, indeed, than dan- 
still improving. He can at present promptly | gerous. We donot, however, mean to deny 
tell the time of day by the watch, and dis-) the effects which may be induced in perso 
tinguish letters of a quarter of an inch in} of highly nervous constitutions by 
length. : passes and other grimaces that are usually 
A case of photophobia with lachrymation’ practised. In the magnetic stupor of the 
was admitted on the 11th Dec., which also’ animal energies that is sometimes induced, 
appears worthy of notice, from the length of} the entire nervous system is compromised: 
time which it had resisted treatment, and its: and this influence may unquestionably 4p- 
speedy cure after admission into the hospital.; pease pain and spasmodic contractions for 
The patient, a lad 19 years of age, a jew-' a time, by acting powerfully on the imagine 
eler, whilst working at his trade, was’ tion. We can readily conceive the pos 
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DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. Il 


wility of this; and certainly there is no lack ° 
of cases of alleged cure in hypochondriacal, 
ss well as in many other ailments. Although 
we have heard of such, we have not our- 


number of emigrants arrived in the United 
States, during the last eight years, their 
occupations, &c., that the number of phy- 
sicians was 217. 


wives met with any well-authenticated ex- 
unples. In our opinion, this Animal Mag- | Rhode Island Lunatie Asylum.—A farm 


netisa, even when divested of all the: of from 50 to 100 acres, situated about half 
apparatus of Charlatanry, is on the whole way between the city of Providence and 
more likely to do harm than good in the Pawtucket has been purchased as a site for 
lisease now under consideration (Hypo- this Institution. The location is said to be 
chondriasis). If such be our opinion of a good one, and suitable buildings are soon 


Magnetism, we need scarcely say that we to be erected. 
equally discredit all the recorded wonders : = 
of Somnambulism, the exhibitions of which; Medical School of Harvard l niversity, 
are now almost entirely limited to rogues, Boston.—The number of students the pre- 
whose only object is to attract the public sent session is 157.—Boston Med. 4 Surg. 


notice, and rob their silly dupes.* These Journ. 

distant voyages without moving from off: _ 

one’s chair, these divinations, these trans-) Bershire Medical Institution. —145 stu- 

positions of the senses, &c., are only so ‘dents matriculated at the late course of lec- 

many clever tricks contrived to amuse the tures in this school.—/). 

weak and entrap the foolish. It may so. — 

happen that a poor silly hypochondriac, who Castleton Medical College.—The degree 

is strongly prepossessed in favour of this of M. D. was conferred on 21 students at the 

culpable jugglery, appears for a time to de- ‘close of the late lecture term-—J0. 

rive some benefit to his health; but then it — 

is only from his becoming the dupe of his) Mortality in Boston —In the city of Bos- 

credulous fancy, and not from any direct or |ton the past year, the number of deaths was 

actual sanative influence bestowed.” , 2241; of which 1109 were of children under 
We observed in a recent number of the | five years of age. The number of deaths 

Medical Gazette a quotation to the same from fevers of various kinds 458, including 

effect, of the opinions of the celebrated | 75 of typhus, 132 of lung and 229 of scarlet 


Miller, of Berlin, on the subject of Animal | fever.—Jb. 
Magnetism. How long will any men of} | 
education allow themselves to be imposed FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

upon by the juggling tricks of clever rogues,) Offensive Breath—Dr. Wican observes 
and the paid-for testimony of credulous wo- | that this is sometimes caused by the forma- 
men’ Medical men, at all events, should : tion of a peculiar chronic abscess in the ton- 
know better; for they must have studied the | sils, which continues for years, gradually 
history of the nervous system and its func- ‘ulcerating, and allowing the occasional dis- 
tions only indifferently well, not to be aware charge of a small quantity of a very offen- 
that many startling, and not easily explica-;sive matter. This Dr. Wigan treats by 
ole, phenomena are apt to occur during the ’ inserting into it a hooked-shaped knife, cut- 
progress of some of the neuroses.—Medico- ; ting on the inner edge only, the drawing of 
which towards the operator lays the abscess 
‘open, without any fear of danger accruing. 


=f 
MEDICAL NEWS. The incision should be very free. A gargle 
‘of tincture of myrrh, and port wine, may be 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. ‘used afterwards, and it may perhaps be re- 
Emigrant Physicians.—It appears from quisite to touch the part with caustic. As 


‘table recently published, showing the @ preventive measure, Dr. Wigan recom- 
* Within the last aoe ioe mends the habit of splashing the neck, and 
nt ast few weeks, the mountebank : - 
mummery of MM. Mareillet and Alexis, who were behind the ears, with the coldest water that 
ive gs the West-end ignoramuses at the rate of } can be obtained.--London Med. Gaz. 
“ae every private seance, has been co- 
om ‘he ridicule and contempt which it de- f _ : 
the meyultl these Knaves have been chassés from} Stethoscopic sound produced by Txnia. 
co, - OPOUS, In Consequence of the clever expo- ; womens 
‘ure Of their lying and dishonest tricks. —Prof. Prorry relates the case of a 


Chirurgical Review. 
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12 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


affected by Tenia in whom, on ausculta- 
tion, a peculiar characteristic sound was 
heard, very different from, and weaker than, 
that produced by borborygmi. This was 
heard by several persons, and all were unani- 
mous in stating, that it was evidently pro- 
duced by a slender body moving about by 
jerks, which lasted several seconds. Ac- 
cording to one, it resembled somewhat 
the hydrafric murmur, with very minute 
bubbles, and was tremulous; according to 
another, it was like that caused by a small 
body moving rapidly in a liquid; to a third, 
like the sound of the rolling of a carriage, 
heard at a distance; to a fourth, like a pecu- 
liar tremor, or undulation. This noise was 
heard during several days, but only when 
the patient felt the tinia move in the intes- 
tine. Finally, more positive results were 
obtained by immediate, than by mediate, 
auscultation.— Med. Times, 16th Nov. 1844. 
Stricture of the Urethra.—In the Parisian 
hospitals this affection is treated in various 
manners; thus, Dr. Jobert, ere he has re- 
course to dilatation, introduces an alumi- 
nated bougie; Professor Roux passes sounds, 
fixing them in the bladder, and increasing 
gradually their size. Dr. Lisfranc rejects 
small sounds, and makes use of a large one 
at once, pushing it slowly onwards until, 
after a day or two, it enters the bladder 
where he fixes it; he likewise recommends, 
to prevent relapses, that a sound be passed 
for some time after the cure. Professors 
Blandin and Gerdy increase gradually the 
size of the sound, leaving that introduced 
daily into the bladder, only an hour or two 
in that organ. Dr. Chassaignac has modi- 
fied this latter method; he takes a number 
of gum-elastic bougies, and begins with one 
which enters freely into the bladder; this 
done, holding the one, next in size to that 
in the urethra, in his right hand, he requests 
an assistant to withdraw the latter, and ere 
the parts have time to contract, introduces 
the former; this method is continued until 
the bougie appears to pass the stricture with- 
out difficulty; the operation is then ended, 
the last being kept in situ a longer or shorter 
time, according to the pain it produces, and 


is then removed by the patient himself.’ 


Care must be taken to avoid hemorrhage; 
this accident, according to Dr. Chassaignac, 


may be productive of very serious conse-' 


quences. This last method is mentioned in 
a pamphlet, published by Dr. Beniqué; and 


Dr. Rognetta, editor of the “ Annales de 
Therapeutique,” has twice had recourse ty 
it, once conjuintly with Dr, Fournier De. 
schamps, eighteen months back, and a sg. 
cond time alone, about six months ago: both 
patients were cured after two months’ per- 
serverance in this method. 

Artificial Anus successfully treated by 
Prof. Buanpin.--A young lad was brought 
to the Hotel Dieu of Paris, with strangulated 
bubonocele. The danger being imminent, 
the operation was performed immediately, 
and about 73 inches of the small intestines 
were found to be the seat of gangrene, and 
were consequently opened, in order to give 
free egress to the feces. Six days after, all 

‘the sphacelated portion of the intestine had 
sloughed off, leaving, after it, an abnormal 
anus, through which all the contents of the 
canal escaped; and, as the opening was at 
the upper part of the intestine, this took 
place cre a sufficient quantity of nutritive 
matter was absorbed, to supply the wants of 
the economy. The consequence was, that 
the patient grew weaker and weaker, every 
day, and evidently would ultimately fall a 
‘victim to the infirmity, if the obstacle to the 
passage of the chyme were not destroyed. 
Compression of the septum was tried, with- 
out any beneficial result; Professor B.’s en- 
terotome was successfully applied, giving 
‘rise to no accident. The opening having 
; considerably decreased after the destruction 
of the septum, in order to obtain its occlu- 
’ sion, the edges were cut off, and the twisted 
‘suture applied, in three different places; but, 
whether because the patient was not sufli- 
‘ciently docile, or from some other cause, it 
succeeded only partially, leaving still an 
‘opening, which was finally closed by keep- 
‘ing the cut edges in contact, by means of 
‘the instrument proposed by Dupuytren. 
‘This took place on the 16th August, and the 
‘cure was complete on the 8th October: but 
‘as the passage of the gases could still be felt 
under the cicatrix, to obviate all accidents, 
‘the lad wears a bandage.—Med. Times, 
Dec. 7. 
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Radix Ononidis as a remedy against 
Amenorrhea.—Dr. Bernax states, that the 
-above is a very safe remedy, and was form- 
erly much vaunted in cases of obstructed 

menstruation. It was usually given in the 
‘form of powder. Its action is quite sur 
prising in many cases, particularly if some 
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pte purgative be administered previously. 
“se efficacious: principle of the root seems 
eae in an extractive substance, of a 
-shish taste, and which increases the flow 
; saliva. He prepares it in a manner 
lar to that usually adopted with the 
—_ of jalap. No alkaloid is contained in 
se root. This remedy has also been tried 
other practitioners with the most com- 
oe success.--lbid., from Buchner’s Repert. 
> Pharm. 


4 form of Dyspepsia.—Dr. Wiean de- 


eres in the London Medical Gazette, a 


‘nn of dyspepsia, which is caused, he says, 
»y an accumulation of food in the osopha- 
sus, from defective power in the esophageal 
- exusof nerves, and also from a constriction 
the orifice of the diaphragm. The symp- 
sare: flatulence and a sense of oppres- 
son immediately after a full meal; the dis- 


t 


‘inflamed, about four and a half inches in 
length, and one and a half inch in breadth, 
under this treatment, healed rapidly, and 
purulent secretion did not take place. The 
author proposes applying this method to a 
wound left by amputation of a thigh.— Med. 
Times. 


< 


Preservation of Bodies for Dissection— 
In the London and Edinburgh Monthly 


_Journal Med. Sci,--Dr. Nicuot states, 
‘that in his occasional pathological examina- 


tions, he has for many years used a combi- 
nation of the nitrate of potash and bichloride 
of mercury, with the most satisfactory re- 
sults. He uses from five to ten grains of 
the bichloride dissolved in a pint of water, 
and to this solution he adds as much of the 
nitrate as it will dissolve. While the ni- 
trate preserves the colour, the quantity of 
bichloride is sufficient to prevent the incur- 


ress becomes excessive, there is a sense of sion of maggots, and the process of decom- 


constriction at the pit of the stomach and at 
the sides of the neck, and exercise causes 
regurgitation of the food unchanged, or, at 


position is thus effectually retarded for such 
a length of time, as completely to answer 
every requisite purpose. Dr. Nichol states, 


least, of a large quantity thereof. If the’ that, to the naturalist, this solution is in- 


od remains, symptoms resembling angina 
pectoris succeed; there is an intermitting 
pulse; pain in the sternum, which becomes 
exceedingly tender to the touch, and a 
zeneral feeling of lassitude, with an aching 
of the arms similar to that which arises 
aller taking opium. Eructations are fre- 
quent and excessive, after each of which the 
yulse becomes regular, and there is an uni- 
versal sensation of indescribable uneasiness. 
There is also a feeling in the throat like 
clobus hystericus. The treatment is, to eat 
ull, and often; take active exercise, and 
tnergo an occasional fast of twelve or fif- 
een hours. Warm laxatives and condiments 
ie also advisable. The stomach does not 
partake of the disease. 

New method of dressing Wounds and Ul- 
ers = By Dr. Laveé1ren.—This method 
“nsists In applying, on the surface of the 
*ound or ulcer, a solution of gum arabic, and 


on ita bit of goldbeater’s skin; thus dressed, ‘ 
‘Wound, an inch in diameter, was reduced ’ 


‘1 the space of eight days to one-third or 


ve-sixth of an inch in extent. Cicatriza- | 


“on took place so rapidly, that the granula- 


“ons, covered with a thin epidermis, were | 
‘numerous and visible as before, but could ° 
re touched without causing pain. A wound, : 
‘duced by amputation of the breast, highly 


>) 


valuable, for if the skin of any animal be 
dipped into it, and afterwards dried, neither 
moth nor maggot will ever make any im- 
pression on it, nor will the colour of either hair 
or feathers be in the slightest degree injured 
or altered.—-Med. Times. 
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> Excess of Fibrine in the Blood. By Dr. 


-R. Latour and M. Cottignox.—The re- 
, searches of the authors not only confirm the 


‘conclusions of Profs. Andral and Gavarret, 
: but also establish a fact overlooked by them ; 
‘viz: that the modifications which take 
; place in the blood, during acute inflamma- 
; tions, exist in the venous as well as the ar- 
terial system. ‘To illustrate this, the follow- 
ing experiments were performed :—1°. A 
‘ dog, five or six years old, was bled from the 
jugular vein and brachial artery (this latter 
‘being tied immediately after). ‘The blood, 
‘ thus obtained, was beat up separately ; the 
‘fibrine was dried with blotting paper, and 
afterwards in a stove heated to 77° F; the 
quantity in the former case was: venous 
blood grs. xxiiss, arterial grs. xviij; in the 
latter; venous blood, grs. v., arterial grs.iv.— 
2°. Pleuro-pneumonia was produced by 
injecting a mixture of alcohol and water 
into the thorax; and, four days after, when 
the dyspnaca was excessive, the pulse at 190 
per minute, the same quantity of venous 
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14 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


and arterial blood was drawn from the ani- amine which becomes coagulated the s,. 
mal; the former gave, in 100 parts: fibrine, est. If the former, it may be concluded ». 
dried with blotting paper, Dij.; in a stove, the operation is useful; if the latter, thy 
gr. x.; the latter, in 100 parts: fibrine, dried tends to weaken the patient, and eon. 
with blotting-paper, gr. xxxv.; in the stove quently ought not to be performed; gy) 
gr. viij —3°, A pointer, in its normal state, both coagulate with rapidity, but especia)|y 
yielded: venous biood,—fibrine, dried by the latter, bleeding is positively counter.:;. 
means of blotting-paper, 0.80 per cent; ina dicated, even when the symptoms seem: 
stove, 0.15 per cent.;—arterial blood,— require it. Finally, the author states th) 
fibrine, dried with blotting-paper, U.60 per to cure an inflammation, it is not necess:», 
cent.; in a stove, 0.10.—4°. Same dog: to bleed until the inflammatory crust dis:. 
pneumonia produced by an injection of am- : pears, but that it is indispensable to ces» 
monia; venous blood,—fibrine, dried with venesection, as soon as the blood coagu!,. 
blotting-paper, 1.75 per cent., and arterial, with great rapidity, as, by a series of exe. 
1.60; both dried in a_ stove, 1.60.— > riments in different inflammatory disorders, 
From these experiments, the authors con- he has proved that coagulation takes place 
clude:—1°. That the quantity of fibrine, much sooner when a great deal of blood his 
in the venous and arterial blood, increases been drawn.—Annali Universali di Mi). 
as soon as inflammation declares itself.—2°. \ cina, 
That the changes, which take place in the — 
blood, are the consequence, not the cause, Treatment of Gastralgia.—Dr. Deenos, 
of the disease. This fact, which may have: of Marseilles, states that the most efficaciou: 
been deduced from the experiments of Pro- remedy in this disease, is the application «! 
fessors Andral and Gavarret, is established ammonia to the pharynx, by which an inf. 
beyond a doubt, by the foregoing observa- ence is exercised on the pharyngeal plexus, 
tions, since the disease was produced by the ‘and subsequently on the par vagum. 
authors themselves.— Med. Times. — 
-- i Faculty of Medicine of Paris.—Te 
Spontaneous Expulsion of theOs Hyoides. opening address, at the annual festival 0! 
--Dr. Rozat, of Bordeaux, sent tothe French ‘the Faculty of Medicine (Paris), on the 4th 
Acad. of Med., (Oct. Ist, 1844,) an account’ November last, was delivered by Prof. Boui- 
of a case in which the os hyoides was spon- laud. The subject was “the progress of 
taneously expelled. ‘The patient, a woman , Medicine in France during the last half 
wt. 41, had been for five years affected with | century.” 
enlargement of the glands beneath the lower ' — 
jaw, with slight cough and dyspneea. These} Cancrum oris—Dr. Risvox Bexyertt 
symptoms were followed by aphonia, prick- ‘has administered chlorate of potassa inter- 
ing pains in the larynx, purulent sputa, colli- | nally with great advantage in this disease. 
quative sweats, attacks of suffocation, &c. | oo 
One day after a violent attack of pain in the: Horrible case.-—Mr. Eacenr, of Guildfor’, 
larynx with suffocation and cough, she ex- / was engaged to attend a woman in her firs! 
pectorated the os hyoides. After this the ‘confinement, but as he lived at some dis 
symptoms gradually disappeared, and the) tance, and labour progressed very rapidly, & 
patient recovered. ‘soi-distant surgeon, residing in the villaze, 
— was called in, just as the child was born. A 
New Method of ascertaining whether midwife arrived soon afterwards. The doe 
Venesection be indicated or not. By M. tor began fumbling under the bed-clothes. 
Potxt.-- Whenever lipothymia is caused by and after a time, exclaimed he could net 
venesection, the blood drawn last from the ‘recover the after birth, and desired his 
vein coagulates rapidly; when, on the con- male colleague to try her hand. She found 
trary, the effect produced is the re-establish- a large lump between the thighs, at whic 
ment of the vital functions, the coagulum is she and the doctor pulled, but in vain; 
formed sooner in the blood first drawn than’ was, she said, a very hard job. The doctor 
in that towards the end of the operation. In then called for a pair of scissors, and cut 
order to ascertain this, receive with care a away at the lump, the midwife taking 
smal! quantity of blood at the beginning and } place when his hand became tired, until * 
towards the end of the venesection, and ex- °’ last they succeeded in excising the invertee 
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ob, with the placenta attached; of course, is well known, and Dr. Marchal, of Calvi, 
Pager arrived.---Med. Times, from Lancet. has shown that in certain cases of cranial 
. in neuralgia, a deep incision of the parts has 
Lockjaw from culling out a corn.—Dr. had a most prompt and sedative effect on 
“pan, of Berlin, relates, in his Wochens- the pains.—- Med. Times. 
soft fur die gesammte Heilkunde, a tatal _ 
ae. of tetanus caused by extirpating too  Tenotomy in deviations of the Spine— 
Jeeply a corn from the little toe. Prof. Verezav, in a report read to the 
lo French Academy of Medicine on the 5th of 
Bar-ache and deafness from larve in November last, on M. Malgaigne’s memoir 
vor—Dr. Micuauskt relates in the. on this subject, (see Med. News, July, 1844, 
\olicinisehe Zeitung, the case of a peasant p. 57,) states as the result of the examina- 
xo suflered from excruciating pain in his ton of several patients by the members of the 
wars. with'deafness. On examination, Dr. M. committee, that those patients were not cured. 
‘nd the external meatus of each side com- ' — 
pietely filled with living larve. He intro- Experiments on Decapitated Persons.— 
duced into the meati, empyreumatic animal A paper was read in Dee. last before the 
|, and then with a curette he extracted French Acad. of Sciences, containing an 
out 200 larve from each ear. The pain account of some experiments on decapitated 
ind deafness at once disappeared. , persons, was received from M. Bonnafont, 
— surgeon-major of the army. M. Bonnafont 
Fucial Neuralgia.—In the Lancette Fran- . states that, being at Algiers, in 1832, he read 
ise, is detailed the case of a tobacconist, , in a journal that a surgeon named Wilson, 
who presented himself a short time back at, had affirmed, as the result of his experi- 
the consultation of M. Velpeau, suffering in- ments, that, in the head of a decapitated 
tensely for eleven years with facial neuralgia, ; person, the sense of hearing retained its 
He bore unequivocal marks of blisters, moxas, power for a minute anda half. Wishing to 
and setons having been applied in great num- , put this assertion to the test, M. Bonnafont 
vers, and had, moreover, taken a prodigious took advantage of two executions to try the 
quantity of Meglin’s pills. Some surgeon )experiment;—* Assisted,” he says, “by the 
had attempted a cure of the complaint by late Sub-I[ntendant de Falloy, who was de- 
dividing one of the branches of the tri-facial : sirous of taking part in the experiment, [ 
nerve, and he had extracted (as has often; had a stool placed near the instrument of 
happened) all the teeth of the upper jaw ‘death, and upon it a vessel filled with pound- 
on the affected side. After examining him) ed plaister. Immediately after the first exe- 
twas found impossible to devise any me- cution, which was performed with remark- 
thod that had not already been fruitlessly - able celerity, the executioner took the head, 
employed, when M. Pajol, a young physi- and placed the bleeding part upon the plais- 
cian, thought of asking him if he had ever ter, so as to prevent the further flowing of 
veen the subject of lues venerea. He ad-: blood. I then placed my mouth to the ear 
mitted that he had had a bubo, for which | of the decapitated Arab, and called him by 
he had not undergone a specific treatment. name; whilst M. de Falloy watched the 
Upon this intimation, M. Velpeau prescribed , eyes. In vain did I shout for a minute and 
for him a treatment with the proto-ioduret } a half; neither the eyes nor any of the fea- 
of mercury, By the employment of this tures showed that the hearing retained the 
remedy the man recovered, and did not; slightest degree of sensibility. The same 
‘gain suffer from neuralgia. It is very | experiment was repeated at the second execu- 
probable that many osteoscopic pains are tion with a speaking-trumpet, and with the 
nothing else than syphilitic neuralgia, par- ‘same result.” M. Bonnafont concludes by 
ticularly when it is remembered that they stating that, after the complete separation of 
Sometimes yield in a miraculous manner to the head from the body, there must be, if not 
‘he application of several blisters to the instant death, so great a syncope that death 
part affected, as M. Ricord has fully esta- ‘arrives without any of the senses retaining 
“ished; and that, where the blister has not | the slightest degree of force.—Athenaum. 
mueceeded, a deep incision over the seat of | oe aap 
pain has answered the same intention. The | Change of Colour of the Hair.—The fol- 


“cacy of repeated blisters against neuralgia lowing very curious case was communicated 
i 
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to the Sncieté Medico-Pratique de Paris. 
Miss , wt. 16, tall, and well-made, 
presented all the characteristic symptoms of 
chlorosis, and, at the same time, a pheno- 
menon which as yet has never been men- 
tioned. This young lady, who had, previous 
to her illness, light brown hair, remarked 
to her great grief, that, ever since, she had 
begun to grow gray, and that this increased 
more and more. On examination, a great 
quantity of her hair was found to be white, 
for about one a half to two inches, assum- 
ing afterwards its natural hue, which gave 
to her head acurious pie-bald colour. Pre- 
parations of iron were administered, and as 
the general health improved, the local symp- 
tom disappeared, proving, that, in chloro- 
sis, not only the tissues become paler, but 
that likewise the hair may be deprived of its 
pigmentum.--Med. Times, Dec. 21, 1844. 





The seven Books of Paulus Aigineta—- 
The first volume of this important work 
translated, with a valuable commentary by 
Francis Adams, has just been issued by the 
Sydenham Society, and has reached us. It 
is of itself worth the annual subscription. 


The work is to be completed in three vo- : 


lumes. 


Traumatic Tetanus successfully treated : which appeared in the Medical Gazette o 


by strong Doses of Tartar Emetic.—Dr. . 
Auuut, of Alais, after having employed, in 
a case of traumatic tetanus, without any 
beneficial effect, general and local bleedings, 
opium, blisters, musk, &c., prescribed (the 
idea was suggested on reading an article in 
the Dictionnaire du Medicin Practicien,) as 
follows :—K. antimon. tartar., grs. Viij.; in- 
fus. flor. arnic. montan., Siv.; syrup. papa. 
ver., 5). M. ft. potio. coch. magn. q. q. hora 
sumend. This draught was continued for 
a week, during which time the patient took | 
nearly 5). of tartar emetic, without having | 
vomited once or the bowels being acted on ° 
more than once per diem.—Med. Times, } 
from Journal de Chirurgie. 


ann 


5 


~ 
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Case of Singultus of several years’ stand. ' 


out any beneficial result. When she plar 
herself under the care of the author, she a. 
peared rather emaciated, but not particular 
affected in her general health. Thys , 

disease was considered of nervous orig 

The author performed acupuncture at 8 
upper and middle part of the epigastric». 
gion, and used for this purpose from four: 
eight needles, which were left in the par 
from an hour and a half to three hours, 7, 
hiccough became less severe immediate|; that 
the needles were introduced, but returned ,, 
soon as they were removed. On the nee: 


_ being re-introduced in greater number, 4: 


left there for a longer period, the hiccovr» 
was not perceived during the whole time 5; 
the operation ; it returned afterwards, how. 
ever, but with less violence. For a mont), 
this treatment was continued ; acupuncture 
was repeated eight times, and the hiccour) 


‘was at last so completely eradicated, thy’, 
for the last three years, the patient has ev- 


joyed complete health, and never perceive! 
any re-appearance of her former complaint.-- 
Med. Times, from Schmidt's Jahrbuch. 
Miss Martineau and Mesmerism—\:. 
GreeNuHOw, the medical attendant of Miss 
Martineau, has addressed the following note 


to the editor of the London Medical Gaze‘t:. 


‘In the notice of Miss Martineau’s case, 


last week [see last No. of Medical News’ it 
is assumed that an erroneous judgment has 
been formed as to the nature of her com- 
plaint, and that her age is different from 
what it really is. 

« As the medical adviser of Miss Martineat 
during the last five years, [ have to request 
that you and other members of the profes 
sion may suspend your judgment, till a future 
period, when I shall be, probably, able to 
prove that neither in diagnosis nor prognosis 
(as to the final issue) of her complaint, have 
[ been incorrect.” 

Missing Books of Galen’s Anatomy—! 
is stated in the London Medical Gazett, 
that the nine missing books of Galen’s prt 
cipal anatomical work, have lately been di+ 


ing cured by Acupuncture, by Dr. Emt-} covered at Oxford. 


LiaNt.--- The patient was a female, 30 years 


of age, of an irritable temperament pai Obituary Record.--The English Jou 
struated 17 years ago). She had suffered} nals just received, announce the decease 
from singultus, with rare and short inter-: Dr. James Home, late Prof. of the Pract? 
missions, for a period of seven years, and had ? of Medicine in the University of Edinburg’ 
undergone different modes of treatment, with- } from which he had retired a few years bats 
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